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Introduction 
COSLA welcomes the invitation from the Public Petitions Committee to give views on the 
Petition PE1649. 
 
The Petition calls for “the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to revalue 
all council tax bands in line with changes to the property market since 1991”. 
 
COSLA, as the representative body for local government in Scotland, has long called for 
reform of local taxation on the principles that local taxes should be fair and be 
democratically accountable locally. 
 
In our evidence to the Commission on Local Tax Reform, we called for reform of the 
Council Tax System to ensure a modernised tax which would re-establish local 
determination and democratic control.  We identified several key areas where reform is 
needed, at the core of which is a wholescale revaluation, as the Petitioner is calling for. 
 
We explain in more detail our view specifically on revaluation below, though the 
Committee is asked to note that this is only an excerpt from COSLA’s wider 
response to the Commission on a reformed Council Tax system. 

Revaluation 
COSLA has called for a wholescale revaluation of Council Tax bands, followed by 
frequent revaluations (approximately every 5 years), as the basis for a modern and fair 
system of local taxation.  As the Petitioner says there has not been a revaluation since 
1991 which in our view has eroded the link between liability of tax and property values to 
the taxpayer and therefore undermined the credibility of the system.   
 
In coming to this conclusion, we noted that there were alternatives, including the 
automated system applied in Northern Ireland and partial revaluation.  None of these 
alternatives in our view met our principles for a local tax.  We should also state that we 
believe a reformed Council tax meets the principles of a local tax so we are not proposing 
another form of local taxation.   
 
With regards cost and timescale, we concluded that an initial revaluation would cost in the 
region of £7-£10m, including the required survey work, and would take around 2 years to 
implement, with a period of around 3 years to address appeals.  However, this would be a 
one-off cost with subsequent revaluations costing considerably less and taking less time 
to complete.  Yes, a cost benefit analysis would need to be undertaken but, set against an 
income of £1.9bn, we do not consider the costs to be too burdensome. 
 
We also gave thought to appeals and that the current mechanism may need to be looked 
at, especially as an initial revaluation would inevitably generate many appeals. 
 
Another key factor is redistribution and equalisation of Council Tax funding for each 
Council.  There are implications of revaluation for local government funding, especially 
where properties have not increased in value relatively across Council areas, and this 
would need to be looked at with suitable remedies in place. 
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We also thought about the impact on individual households.  As the petitioner implies, a 
revaluation would bring about equalisation, but could also create significant displacement 
for many households.  Our view is that this not a reason to shy away from revaluation to 
bring about equalisation, as part of a wider reform of Council Tax. 
 
Yes, there are risks therefore of a revaluation and there are significant areas which would 
need to be examined.  However, this does not in our view override the fundamental need 
for reform with revaluation at the core of this.   
 
Fundamentally though we would not want to see a revaluation undertaken in 
isolation of wider reform of Council Tax.  This must be accompanied by a review of 
the Council Tax banding, as well as the entitlements and discounts available, 
including Council Tax Reductions and single person discount.   
 
So far, the Scottish Government has only looked at increasing the Council Tax at the 
higher end of the bandings, with some changes to Council Tax Reductions to help some 
of those on lower incomes who are impacted by the increases.  Such a piecemeal 
approach inevitably has unintended consequences, as the Petitioner has found to her 
cost, and does not address the fundamental need for reform to make this a genuinely fair 
and locally democratically accountable tax. 
 
We therefore welcome the Committee’s consideration of this Petition and we trust that our 
views will help to inform the Committee in its recommendations to Parliament. 


